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After years of frustrated effort. the first good news about the Hawaiian Petrel was given in Noticias 39. 
Although numerous, this splendid oceanic bird seemed doomed to slow extinction, due to the relentless 
depredations by introduced rats, cats and pigs. until Felipe Cruz and his wife, local residents in Floreana. 
began to implement a long-term project mounted by Malcolm Coulter, staff ornithologist at the Darwin 
Research Station, andfinanced by the World Wildlife Fund. The project only covers one colony on one island: 
elsewhere the petrels continue to be decimated. Nevertheless the preliminary results of the 1984 protection 
campaign show a remarkably steep rise in breeding success since predator control measures were introduced. 
Given the men and the money, the only Galapagos bird immediately threatened with extinction can be saved. 
The Hawaiian (or Dark-rumped) Petrel, Pterodroma phaeophygia, begins its breeding season on Floreana 
Island in early December. After a month of aerial courtship and nest-making, a single egg is laid in a 
burrow and then incubated by both birds in turn, taking spells of 7 days each over a period of about 50 
days. When the chick hatches, one of the parents remains with it in the nest for 2-3 days, feeding it with 
regurgitated oil and semi-digested sea-food. After that the chick remains alone in the nest for some 120 
days, being fed by its parents every 3-5 days. By then it should be ready to fly and fend for itself. 
In the colony at Cerro Pajas, rat control begins in December and continues until June, by which time the 
chicks should be out of danger. We control the rats by distributing poison baits (see the article by David 
Duffy in Noticias 39) throughout the breeding area. In the first days of December, the consumption of 
poison (Racumin) was as high as 9,000 grams a day, but by the end of the month it had fallen to 1,400 
grams a day, a level maintained until the end of May. This shows a drastic reduction in the number of rats 
in the colony, and this year we do not seem to have lost any chicks by predation. 
So far we have had no trouble with either pigs or cats, although we have found traces of the latter around 
the boundaries of the colony. We set traps for the cats without any success but we did succeed in shooting 
four. 
For this fourth year of our petrel studies we decided to monitor 100 active nests, visiting them once a week. 
Most of the eggs were laid in February, only a few in January or March. The last of the eggs hatched at the 
end of April, and we now (June) have 72 chicks aged between 1.5 and 3 months. We shall continue to 
monitor them until September by which time we reckon that the last of them will have flown. 
As a control we also have 40 active nests in the same colony which we shall visit only once more. This 
should help to show what effect monitoring visits have on breeding success. We could not find any 
separate colony with enough active nests to serve as a control. It was a pity that the colony at Cerro Verde 
had been destroyed by the force of the 1983 El Niflo and that the colony at Cerro Azul had been invaded by 
the Fire Ant, Wasmannia auropunctata. In this area Wasmannia must have extended its range by 150 
metres during 1983-84. 
Without the devastation caused by last year's El Niflo and with the rigorous control of rats and cats, this 
has certainly been a successful reproductive season for the petrel colony on Cerro Pajas. In 1982, before rat 
control was practised, 13 chicks were fledged in the 43 nests we monitored. In 1983, with control, 48 
chicks were fledged in 104 nests. In 1984, 72 chicks were fledged in 100 nests. 
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